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Spy board expert 
sees need to better 
covert intelligence 


By Bill Gertz 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Covert intelligence operations 
must be improved if the Unite d 
States is to meet the security chal - 
l enges of tKelate 1980s, a top admin - 
istration intelligence adviser said 
l ast nigh t. 

“Among the tasks facing intell i- 
gence for the balance of this decad e, 
which are pressing even at thisTn o-* 
ment, is the redefinition and leg it- 
imization of covert action“ said Le o 
Cherne, vice chairman of the 
presidents ForeignlntenigenceM- 
v isorv Boa rd, 

“Unless, of course, we are pre- 
pared to accept the notion that co- 
vert action is legitimate if used by 
the Soviet Union, its client states, as 
well as the states which sponsor ter- 
rorism, but unacceptable as a coun- 
terforce to be used by the United 
States,” he added. 

Mr Cherne analyzed U.S. inte lli- 
gence needs in a wide-ranging 
speech before an audience of some 
20CT people that included past an d 
present intelligence off icial s~The 
meeting was sponsored by the Na- 
tional Strategy Information Center. 

In commenting on the need for 
improving covert action, Mr. Cherne 
said: “We are no longer in [the era 
when one statesman] said, ‘Gentle- 
men do not read each other’s mail,’ 
or [Kremlinologist] George Ken- 
nan’s world, where he said, “If covert 
action cannot be kept secret, it must 
not exist’ — I wish we were, [but] 
we’re not." 

Investigations of U.S. intelligence 
agencies during the 1970s led to 


widespread leaks about c overt oper- 

3tign$ that virtually ended the use uf 

covert action as an intelligence to ol. 
Since 1981, however, the Reagan ad- 
ministration has stepped up covert 
action programs, particularly in 
Latin America and Southwest Asia. 

Mr. Cherne criticized a recent 
television drama written hy rhmg- 
Washington Po st reporters who por - 
t ray the CIA as “breaking the law ’ ’ 
He said th at the program — "Under 
Seige" — “ FTa sTi elp e ail Ium mat e fur - 
ther what has Been" my con viction, 
that the functio n ing^ o f U.S. i nte lli- 
gence will r e mai n seriously h a m - 
jpered until theAmerican people bet- 
ter understand the'nature (iFfhe role 
of. foreig n intelligence, the. impel - 
tanceof its fu no tioning and its mdx^ 
pensability i f peace is to he pre- 
served." 

Mr. Cherne. in the first public 
statement by a member of the intel - 
ligence board since 1981. *aul tha t 
the most difficult task for intelli - 
gence services in the years ahead i s 
t o penetrate “small fanatic groups’ 1 
of terrorist s. I 

“ But that intelligence task be- 
comes a nearly impossible one im - j 
l ess there is a better understanding j 
t hat terrorism is itself another form i 
of warfare, 11 he said. 

He quoted extensively from a re- 
cent statement on terrorism pul* 
lished by the International Security 
Council during a conference on the 
subject last month in Israel. 

The statement, he said, described 
a “radical entente" — composed of 
Syria, Libya, Iran, North Korea and 
Cuba — which is supported by the j 
Soviet Union. j 
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